MEDIA RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
                       <Date Goes Here>

It’s time to think about your giving, says [INSERT MP/MAYOR’S NAME] 
[INSERT MP/MAYOR’s NAME] is encouraging [INSERT REGION] residents to find out about all the different ways they can contribute to the local community during GiveNow Week: November 26-December 2, 2012.
[INSERT MP/MAYOR’S NAME] said monetary donations were the most obvious (and welcome) way to give to local community groups, but were certainly not the only way. 

[INSERT QUOTE, E.G:] “Volunteer some time, offer up your skills, buy your Christmas trees and puddings and gifts from them, join up as a member – let the community groups in your local area know that you appreciate their work,” [HE/SHE] said. 

“Community groups need support right throughout the year, and GiveNow Week, coming as it does in the lead-up to Christmas, is a good time to re-evaluate what you can give.” 

[INSERT MP/MAYOR’S NAME] has thrown [HIS/HER] support behind GiveNow Week, the annual celebration of giving. 

Now in its seventh year, GiveNow Week is designed to focus attention on the many ways that individuals, families and businesses can make a difference to the community in the lead-up to the holiday season and beyond.

The event is anchored by a website – givenow.com.au/givenowweek/ – which provides inspiration and ideas that will help turn people into better givers.  This year, the organisers have also added a fact sheet designed to help people become better givers during a disaster. 
Activities are being coordinated by the Our Community Foundation, which runs the GiveNow.com.au giving service, providing commission-free online donations for community groups and information on other ways to give.  Both GiveNow Week and GiveNow.com.au are supported by Westpac.
GiveNow Executive Director Kylie Cirak said that the festive season was traditionally a peak time for giving.
“Unfortunately this also tends to correspond with floods and bushfires and other natural disasters,” Ms Cirak said. 
“Some people think that any type of emergency giving is good, but in fact some types of giving turn out to be a hindrance rather than a help. If you know what and how to give, you can truly make a difference.

“I’d urge every Australian to use GiveNow Week as an opportunity to think about how you give, rather than waiting until emotions are high and the need is urgent.”
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