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Wind farm project share offer extended

A pioneering community energy project is seeking the help of community organisations
around Australia in generating community support.

Hepburn Wind, which is hoping to build Australia’s first community wind farm near \1\
Daylesford, Victoria, has received applications for shares worth $2.6 million from more
than 470 investors.

-

“This is a very positive result considering the global financial paralysis of recent weeks, but : s
is not yet sufficient to enable this ground-breaking initiative to go ahead,” said board chair Simon Holmes a Court.

“For this reason the Share Offer is being extended until 12 December to give investors more time to consider the
project.”

The initial share offer closed on October 30 but applications fell well short of the initial target of around $9.6 million.

“Apart from taking practical steps to reduce the impact of climate change, an investment in Hepburn Wind is an
investment in one of the fastest growing industry sectors in the world — renewable energy,” Mr Holmes a Court said.

“A few thousand dollars invested by a few hundred more people will be enough to ensure that the wind farm on
Leonards Hill can be built, and those investors can look forward to regular and attractive dividends from energy sales
for the next 25 years.”

It is hoped that the Hepburn Wind project will serve as a model for other community wind projects across the
nation, and community groups are being encouraged to throw their support behind the venture by sending
information about the project to their members.

For further information visit www.hepburnwind.com.au or call (03) 9429 5629.

Funding for schools
There are currently a number of great grant opportunities around specifically for schools.

For those that are interested in improving their environmental credentials, you should be aware of the Tank A Day
program, which helps primary schools kick start their water saving journey and educates students about the
importance of conserving our precious natural resources. A total of 200 rainwater tanks will be on offer for primary
schools.

Participating students will learn about the water cycle and the importance of rainwater harvesting, conservation and
management.

Many schools take groups of students to Canberra to learn about our electoral system. If your school does this, or is
considering doing it, you should find out more about the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate. This program
provides a subsidy for schools travelling more than 150 kilometres to visit the national capital as part of a civics and
citizenship education excursion.

The rebate is available for year 4 to year 12 students and is paid on a per student basis at rates varying according to
the distance travelled.

Both of these grants are open for application on an ongoing basis. These are two examples of the Grants listed in Our
Community's EasyGrants newsletter and database. For more information, go to
WWW.ourcommunity.com.au/easygrants.
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Giving Cards generate money for your group

A number of community groups have
taken up the opportunity to use the

upcoming Christmas Cards season to raise gteen

some funds.

"Chri

Through the Giving Cards program, which The I.IStmas
is run by Our Community and Australia ( : b . C d

Post, we're encouraging politicians, local lv-lng ar
government councillors, businesses and

individuals to purchase Giving Cards to The Christmas card that SUpports ® —Wi'

send to their contacts. communities and the environment

Cards cost $3 each, which includes the cost of the card, envelope, stamp and a $1 donation to the community group
of the sender’s choice. Senders may also opt to have a logo or personal message printed on their cards for no extra
cost.

How to kick start a Giving Cards fundraiser — three simple steps:

1. Contact your supporters and ask them to buy Giving Cards this year - direct them to the Giving Cards
webpage (www.ourcommunity.com.au/givingcards), or send them a copy of the order form (also available
from the above site).

2. Ask them to nominate your group as the recipient of their $1 per card gift.

3. Receive your cheque for $1 per card purchased.

For more information visit www.ourcommunity.com.au/givingcards or telephone (03) 9320 6800.

DGR review reveals large number of ‘ghost groups’

Of Australia’s 700,000 community groups, a tiny twenty-odd thousand have been endorsed by the Australian Tax
Office (ATO) as entitled to Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status, which means that donations to these groups may
be deducted from your taxable income.

As many groups have discovered, it’s very difficult to become a DGR, and the requirements are very restrictive.

The ATO has recently contacted a sample of endorsed charities to make sure they are aware of their ongoing
obligation to self-review their entitlement to endorsement.

“We asked them to advise us of the steps they had taken to meet this obligation. We also asked them to tell us in
writing if they were no longer entitled to be endorsed,” the ATO says.

Unsurprisingly, the percentage of groups announcing to the ATO that they were no longer entitled to be endorsed
was a resounding 0%. Other findings from the exercise, however, included the news that:

e approximately 10% of organisations contacted had ceased to operate or were otherwise uncontactable
and are presumed to have ceased operation — the ATO will be taking steps to remove the endorsed
status for these dormant entities, and

e approximately 24% of organisations contacted advised that either their address or their authorised
contact details were incorrect.

It’s slightly worrying to know that 10% of Australia’s top charitable entities have gone away and left no forwarding
address. That's a figure that would seem to support the position of those seeking a rather more interventionist
oversight body along the lines of the UK Charities Commission.
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ATO releases fundraising guide

The Tax Office’s treatment of fundraising activities is the focus of a new Fundraising Guide for Not-for-Profit
Organisations released by the Australian Taxation Office (ATO).

The guide examines tax-deductible gifts and contributions, the requirements that make either a gift or a contribution
tax deductible, and then works through how various types of tax, including:

e |ncome tax;
e Fringe Benefits Tax, and;
e Goods and Services Tax

can impact on your group.

The final part of the guide looks at the state and territory fundraising requirements in place around Australia, as well
as what types of local government requirements there might be for groups to follow.

The guide can be downloaded from the ATO’s website at www.ato.gov.au/content/downloads/NPO56536.pdf

Victorian Government places ban on lollies

Sales of chocolate and lollies through Victorian Government school canteens and vending machines will be banned
from 2009 in a bid to boost student health and stamina.

State Education Minister Bronwyn Pike announced the changes earlier this month, saying the banned items would
be replaced with fruit, salads and fresh wraps.

Ms Pike said almost 25% of children aged between two and 16 were overweight or obese — with many students
getting more than 35% of their total energy intake at school.

About 100 schools will be audited in 2009 to ensure they comply with the confectionery ban. In 2007 the
government banned schools from selling high-sugar drinks to students.

The ban comes only a month after a major online survey of schools found that while more than 90% of respondents
felt schools had “a responsibility to teach children about healthy food and lifestyles”, 70% had staged at least one
confectionary-based fundraiser in the past year.

More than 70% of those that had staged such a fundraiser had found it successful.

Last chance to vote for your favourite community photo

If you haven’t visited Community Photo Bank and viewed the fantastic images submitted by hundreds of community
groups throughout Australia, be quick because you only have until December 1 to vote for your favourite shot.

Remember, you can vote on as many photos as you like. So if you’re having trouble choosing between your favourite
two, three, or 10, why not give them all a vote?

The winners will be announced late December.

There’s a people’s choice prize as well as a judge’s prize for the photo the judges think best exemplifies the work of
Australian community.

Have your say now at www.ourcommunity.com.au/photobank.

©Copyright www.ourcommunity.com.au Page 19 November 2008



http://www.ato.gov.au/content/downloads/NPO56536.pdf�
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/photobank�
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/photobank�

Local government welcomes infrastructure funding boost

More than 400 mayors from across Australia have welcomed the Federal Government’s $300 million Regional and
Local Community Infrastructure Program, which will see councils across Australia receive a minimum of $100,000
each to put towards local community projects.

The government announced the program earlier this month, and local governments have until September next year
to spend the money.

Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) president Paul Bell said the funding was the culmination of over
two years of work by the Association and meant a “great deal” to communities.

“The acceleration of funding for community infrastructure has been a critical plank of ALGA's advocacy on behalf of
local communities,” Cr Bell said.

“(It) will see swimming pools, community centres, libraries, sporting grounds, parks and council-run meals-on-wheels
kitchens renewed and brought into the 21* century. These facilities are the life-blood of our suburbs and our towns.”

Cr Bell said local governments had shown they could successfully work in partnership with the Federal Government.

Funding Submission Tools: More stats online

Our Community’s statistics page — www.ourcommunity.com.au/stats — has been updated with a number of new links
to resources your group can use to strengthen its applications for funding and grants.

The additions include:

e Australian Bureau of Statistics’ fact pages covering statistics in major metropolitan centres around Australia;

e New sections listing stats sources for the Australian Capital Territory, the Northern Territory, South Australia
and Western Australia; and

e The National Regional Profile, which presents a range of social statistics and other data covering small
regions across Australia. Data is available for local government areas, statistical local areas and other larger
geographies.

The page is constantly updated and will continue to grow. If you have a source of statistics you believe should be
listed on the page, send it to chrisr@ourcommunity.com.au.

Community Calendar: What’s on in the community sector FEATURED EVENT

Our Community’s online Community Calendar features all of the The Homeless World Cup: December 1-7

nationally significant events focussed around a major community or | rrom 1-7 December 2008 Federation

advocacy/awareness issues in Australia. Some of the events taking Square and Birrarung Marr in Melbourne
place in December and January include: will come alive with the grit, spirit and glory
f the Melb 2008 H less World
e Australian Giving Week: December 1-7 gu e Melbourne omeless wor
e World AIDS Day: December 1 P-
e International Day of Disabled Persons: December 3 This annual international football
¢ International Volunteer Day: December 5 tournament unites teams of people who
e Cards for Planet Ark: December 26 — January 31 are homeless and excluded from society to
e Australia Day: January 26 represent their country and shine a light on
e Chinese New Year: January 26 the issue of homelessness.

More events, plus the full listing for each event, can be found in the More information can be found at:
at www.ourcommunity.com.au/calendar. www.homelessworldcup.org/
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o Mie7Es < Jobs Bulletin

JOBVACANCY LISTINGS (Paid Positions)

Australian Capital Territory

Job Title Organisation
Executive Officer Pedal Power ACT Inc. Details

New South Wales

Job Title Organisation

Community Welfare Worker Hewitt House Neighbourhood Centre Inc Details
Job Title Organisation

Networker Network of Inner East Community Houses Details
Admin/Communications Officer Friends of Same Details
Administration Officer Waterkeepers Australia Ltd Details
2Faze Teacher St Kilda Youth Service Details
Indigenous Information & Liaison Officer Australian Drug Foundation Details

BOARD/COMMITTEE VACANCY LISTINGS (Volunteer Positions)

The following is a list of the most recent Board/Committee vacancies listed at Our Community. To view other board or
Committee vacancies please click here (This matching service is free)

New South Wales

Job Title Organisation

Treasurer Blacktown Youth College Details

Job Title Organisation

Chair, General Board Member, ATSI Representative Booval Community Service Inc Details

Job Title Organisation

Treasurer, Secretary, General Board Member Australian Prison Foundation Details

Treasurer The Bridge Details

Treasurer Victoria_m Association for Environmental Details
Education I—

General Board Member Australian Centre for Grief and Bereavement Details

Western Australia
Job Title Organisation
Secretary, General Board Member SIDS and Kids Western Australia Details
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If you found this newsletter helpful, please feel free to send it on to your friends and fellow community groups in
your area. People can sign up to receive their own copy at www.ourcommunity.com.au/signup.

If you would like to reproduce anything in this newsletter in your own newsletters or websites, you are free to do so.
Please just add a small credit line, "courtesy of www.ourcommunity.com.au" and a direct link to the

www.ourco

mmunity.com.au site if on a webpage.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please email service@ourcommunity.com.au and put “Unsubscribe-
OCM” in the subject line.

Our Community is a world-leading social enterprise that provides advice and tools for Australia's 700,000 community

groups and

schools, and practical linkages between the community sector and the general public, business and

government. Our major offerings include:

1. www.ourcommunity.com.au — Australia's most useful website and publishing house, encompassing the

nati

on's largest and most diverse membership base and 12 Knowledge Centres — accelerating the impact of

Australia's 700,000 community organisations

2. Aus

tralia's Giving Centre — Helping individuals and businesses give in every way

3. Aus

tralian Institute for Community Practice and Governance — practical and accessible certificated training

delivered locally through our training Institute

4. Institute for Best Practice in Grants Management — the unique suite of grants management services for
government
5. Australian Institute for Corporate Responsibility — cutting edge corporate responsibility resources for large,

medium and small business and community organisations

Read more about us at www.ourcommunity.com.au/aboutus.

Intensive Winning Grants Seminars

A

A

extend tried and true programs?

Y

BOOK IN YOUR STATE NOW:

visit: www.ourcommunity.com.au/winninggrants

e

call: 03 93206800

submissions only to be rejected again and again?

re you frustrated at putting time and effort into grants

re you looking for grants to support your new projects or to

OU WILL LEARN

The best ways to present your proposal - tell the story of your project and
your group to the greatest advantage

How to develop your statement of need - choosing data to support your
project proposal

How to devel
applications
How to humanise your story - presenting a compelling picture

How to navigate the grants landscape - sorting out which grants are best
for your project

How to write a proposal - every word matters; style, treatment and content
Making friends and long-term relationships with grantmakers -
managing relationships, acknowledging funders

Giving the grantmaker what they want - how to tailor your proposal for
multiple grantmakers

Creating winning project plans & realistic budgets - ensure project plans
and budgets get the proposal across the line

Meeting different requirements from different sources - different levels
of government, philanthropic and corporate

p an “organisation temp - to save time in writing

mail: service@ourcommunity.com.au
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