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	Australian Multicultural Advisory Council launched
	An Australian Multicultural Advisory Council has been set up with the aim of offering fresh perspectives on religious and cultural diversity to the Australian Government.
	The 16-member Council, which was launched late last year by the Minister for Immigration and Citizenship, Senator Chris Evans, will advise the government on realistic ways to engage migrants in society, combat racism and prejudice and promote unity in society. 
	The Council will also advise the government on how best to communicate the benefits of diversity to the public. 
	The council is chaired by Australian Football League chief executive Andrew Demetriou and includes representatives from the Chinese, Filipino and Islamic communities, human rights and anti-discrimination experts, and representatives from business, politics and welfare. It also reflects a balance of ages and gender. 
	The members, however, will serve as individuals and not as representatives of any specific bodies or interest groups.
	The council’s first term is from January 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010 and it will meet three times a year.
	You can find out more about the members of the Council and its brief at the Department of Immigration and Citizenship website: www.immi.gov.au/about/stakeholder-engagement/national/advisory/amac/
	Disability standards tabled 
	Volunteer grants announced

